Name
Currax

Gisco

Atto

Julia Felix

Oculatius

Quartilla

Cosmus and
Nymphius
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Summary
Enslaved by Gisco, son of Quartilla. Previously owned by Rufina.

Veteran soldier who had served in Britain with Indus. Father of Atto.

Works in Pompeii as a wine merchant.

Child of Gisco and Catia (called infans in Book 1, Atto from Book 2).

Property owner and perfume maker in Pompeii. Friend of Gisco.

Villa owner in Pompeii, fond of wine.

Enslaved by Rufina, mother of Currax, a Christian. Friend of
Umbricia.

Men enslaved in the household of Ampliatus: Cosmus is an older
man, Nymphius is the housekeeper and supervisor.
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Ampliatus Wealthy Pompeiian in the wine trade. Becomes patron of Gisco. 17-19
Husband of Corelia Celsa. Cosmus and Nymphius are enslaved in his
household.

Umbricia Fortunata Garum producer in Pompeii, friend of Quartilla, client of Umbricius 17 -19

Scaurus.

Stallianus Plumber in Pompeii 18

Indus Member of the Batavian bodyguards of Nero, friend of Gisco, 18, 25, 26, 30,
working with Lucilius. 32

Umbricius Scaurus  Patron of Umbricia. He attends his son’s funeral. 19

Sabina Young woman from Rome, married to Alexander. Works with her 20-22,32
husband as a mosaicist in Carthage. Niece of Rufina, friend of
Hermione.

Alexander A mosaicist from Conimbriga (Lusitania). Husband of Sabina with 20-22,32

whom he lives in Carthage.

Hermione A widowed teacher in Carthage. Mother of Hector, friend of Sabina 20-22
and Alexander, widow of Apion.
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Hector Infant son of Hermione. 20-22

Barca Long-term gladiator in Carthage who attempts to escape. 20 - 21

Damon Gladiator in Carthage alongside Barca. 20

Ocar Leader of a group of thieves who search for a hidden treasure. 22

Locusta Poisoner employed by Nero. 23,25, 32

Lucilius A wealthy equestrian young man, son of Lucilius Senior who is 23-25,30,32
appointed a quaestor in Greece where he travels with Tiro (his slave).
Conspiring against the emperor with Otho and Indus.

Tiro Greek man enslaved in the household of Lucilius, travels to Greece 23,24
with Lucilius.
Epaphroditus Trusted freedman and administrator of Nero in Rome. 23,30, 32

Clodius Elderly senator with three sons. Pretends to be poisoned. 23
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Philo Friend from Lucilius’s youth, lives in Athens. 24

Nero Emperor of Rome. Travels to Greece with an entourage including his 24 - 26, 30, 32
advisor Calvia Crispinilla and his bodyguard Indus.

Leander and Friends attending the Olympic Games together. 25
Demetrius (1)
Demetrius (2), of the same name, is a different man from Ephesus.

Pherenice and Family living near Olympia; Pherenice (5) and Cynisca (both named 25

Cynisca; Eirene after women associated with the Olympics) are Eirene’s daughters.

Crito and Crito, a judge at the Olympic Games, commissioned the sculptor 25
Prometheus Prometheus to create a statue of Nero.

Calvia Crispinilla Advisor to Nero, joins him in his tour of Greece. 26

Rufina Doctor in Ephesus working with her slave Lucrio and her apprentice 27 - 29, 30, 32

Soranos, friend of the barbers Phoebe and Menander, and the
merchant Zabdela.

Lucrio Enslaved by Rufina with whom he works in Ephesus. Friend of Perilla 27 - 29
and works with Soranos.




Phoebe and
Menander

Soranos

Zabdela

Marus

Castor

Demetrius (2)

Aponia

Perilla

Aponius
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Barbers in Ephesus, live next door to Rufina and Lucrio, their son is
Soranos.

Young man living in Ephesus, son of Phoebe and Menander, in
training to be a doctor with Rufina.

Ex-army doctor turned travelling merchant from Palmyra. Helped
Rufina and Lucrio escape from Rome.

Ephesian. Friend of Castor, whom Rufina "miraculously" heals. Later
testifies against Rufina.

Ephesian young man, friend of Marus, gets injured boxing, has twin
brother.

Silversmith in Ephesus involved in the riot there.
Not the same man as Demetrius (1) in Olympia.

Young woman in Ephesus who falls ill. Priestess of Artemis and
daughter of the governor Aponius.

Friend of Lucrio, who tells her his life story.

Governor of Asia, father of Aponia.
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Vindex

Verginius

Galba

Otho

Balbus

Marius

Spiculus

Phaon
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Governor of Gaul, planning a revolt against Nero, and seeks the
support of Galba and Verginius.

Governor of Upper Germany based at Vindonissa, conflicted about
whether to stay loyal to Nero or join Vindex’s revolt.

Governor of Spain, friend of Otho, with whom he is conspiring to
overthrow Nero and take the emperorship himself.

Governor of Lusitania, friend of Galba, conspiring against Nero with
Lucilius and others.

Young legionary soldier stationed in Vindonissa, serving under
Verginius. Friend of Marius.

Legionary soldier in Verginius's legion, responsible for the ballistas,
friend of Balbus.

A gladiator in the entourage of Nero.

Freedman of Nero, who has a villa outside of Rome that Nero flees to
in his last attempt to escape his fate.
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